How useful is Leuven personalism in the world of bioethics? The test case of artificial insemination.
Personalism in ethics denotes any system based upon the value of the person. Several versions of personalist morals have been developed over the past 50 years. Some have had particular interest in the field of medical ethics. Here the question is being studied about one such system, the so-called Leuven personalist morals and its usefulness in today's world of bioethics. In order to test the usefulness of this system the case of artificial insemination is examined both in the early 1970s in the context of the Leuven clinics and, subsequently, in the 1990s in a US policy document. The investigation reveals strengths and weaknesses of this personalism. Regarding AID it reveals unresolved oppositions. The conclusion seems to be that this personalism had, no doubt, a profound impact upon medical ethics within its own circle but, as regards the universal usefulness of the system, serious doubts remain.